
Book launch and concert 
 
Renaissance Emir 
A Druze Warlord at the Court of the Medici 
by T. J. Gorton 

With a musical programme curated by Rachel Beckles Willson (Professor of Music, 
Royal Holloway, University of London) 

Date & time: Thursday, April 16, 2015 at 7:00pm - 9:00pm  
Place: The Mosaic Rooms (A M Qattan Foundation), 226 Cromwell Road, London 
SW5 0SW. Tel: +44 20 7370 9990. Website: www.mosaicrooms.org  
FREE ADMISSION Please RSVP rsvp@mosaicrooms.org  
 
The Mosaic Rooms and Interlink Publishing are pleased to present the UK 
launch of the paperback edition of Renaissance Emir: A Druze Warlord at the Court 
of the Medici, a groundbreaking biography of the mysterious Levantine prince Fakhr 
ad-Din. The evening will be introduced by Michel Moushabeck. 

 
This will be followed by readings from his 
book by author Ted Gorton, interwoven with 
songs and instrumental pieces to accompany 
the Emir's journey in the 17th century 
from the Levant to Tuscany and back. The 
music will be performed by Yara Salahiddeen 
and Merit Ariane Stephanos (vocals), Ahmad 
AlSalhi (violin), Stavroula Constanti (ney), 
Nilufar Habibian (qanun), Rachel Beckles 
Willson (oud), and Michel Moushabeck 
(percussion). 
 
The year is 1613: the Ottoman Empire is at 
its height, sprawling from Hungary to Iraq, 
Morocco to Yemen. One man dares to 
challenge it: the Prince of the mysterious 
Druze sect in Mount Lebanon, Fakhr ad-Din. 
Yielding before a mighty army sent to 
conquer him, he—astonishingly—takes 
refuge with the Medici in Florence at the 

height of the Renaissance. Fakhr ad-Din took along with him a diverse party of 
Moslem, Christian, and Jewish Levantines on their first visit to the “Lands of the 
Christians. ” During his five-year stay in Italy, he fights to persuade Popes, Grand-

 



Dukes and Viceroys to support a grand plan: a new Crusade to wrest the Holy Land 
from the Ottomans, giving Jerusalem back to Christendom and himself a crown. 
This groundbreaking biography of Fakhr ad-Din, Prince of the Druze, is based on 
the author’s vivid new translations of contemporary sources in Arabic and other 
languages. It brings to life one remarkable man’s beliefs and ambitions, uniquely 
illuminating the elusive interface between Eastern and Western culture. 
 
“Renaissance Emir reads like a gripping, enjoyable and vivid novel. A must for 
anyone who looks at the history of Lebanon in order to understand the present.” 
—Hanan al-Shaykh, author of Story of Zahra and The Locust and the Bird 
 
“Fakhr ad-Din’s story is unique… an interesting character condemned to live in 
interesting times, a period Renaissance Emir does an excellent job of evoking… 
Now, thanks to original research by T. G. Gorton, and his extensive use of 
contemporary Arabic and European sources, Fakhr ad-Din’s story can be more fully 
appreciated… Renaissance Emir is an original and informative book which will go a 
long way to redressing its subject’s undeserved obscurity.” 
—Times Literary Supplement 

Ted Gorton taught Arabic at St Andrews University and was an adjunct professor 
at Georgetown University. He spent many years in the Middle East and has written 
numerous articles in scholarly journals. He is the author of Lebanon: Through 
Writers’ Eyes. 

	  


